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GPPL Celebrates 75th Anniversary in June 

The Grande Prairie Public Library celebrat-

ed its 75 th  Anniversary in June. In 1939, 

the Grande Prairie branch of the Womenôs 

Institute asked the town council for room in 

the town hall for a new library. The town 

approved the request and Charles Spencer, 

a local contractor, built the first bookcases 

for the library. With donations from the 

Edmonton Bulletin  and local citizens, the 

new library had a collection of 300 books 

on its opening day in June. Seventy - five years and five locations later, the library is 

located in the beautiful Montrose Cultural Centre.  Our collection contains close to 

155,000 books, magazines, toys, DVDs, Blu - rays, eBooks and other electronic  

resources.  

To celebrate this occasion, the library provided free memberships for the month of 

June, and hosted a community celebration on June 21 st  in the Libraryôs Lounge. The 

highlight was a silver tea reminiscent of the original held on the libraryôs opening day in 

1939, featuring mini -cupcakes from OMG Cupcakes, crafts, live music, games and a 

photo gallery of the library through the decades. The celebration was a huge success 

with many community members attending.  

Submitted by Kelly Dickinson, Head of Adult Services, GPPL  
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From the Director        

Itôs back to school and back to routine 

for many of us who have been on hol-

idays. I  hope that  the ñEureka!ò sum-

mer program was a big hit with kids 

around the region. As you start plan-

ning your fall programs and activities, 

donôt forget to schedule in attendance 

at Rural Libraries Conference in the 

third week of September. It is a fantastic opportunity to 

network and learn something new. We are so pleased to 

have Alex Daum (formerly Eldridge) on board as our 

conference coordinator. You wonôt want to miss the 

great things she has planned!  

While staff have been planning RLC and lots more 

online training, we have also been in the midst of be-

hind - the -scenes planning for long - term sustainability  

here at Peace Library System (PLS). PLS has a balanced 

budget for 2014, but faces deficits in 2015 and beyond 

in order to maintain all current services. We are the 

largest library system geographically but we serve (and 

are funded) based on a relatively small population. The 

PLS Board has developed a ñthree-prongedò approach to 

increase revenue:  

Beginning in 2015 : divert $0.50 per capita of the 

allotment funds to help fund regional collection pur-

chases such as eBooks, licensed databases and  

audiobooks.  

Beginning in 2016 : increase municipal fees by 5% 

per year for three years. This would keep us in ñthe 

middle of the packò in terms of library system fees.  

Note: Such a change to municipal fees must be ap-

proved by two -thirds of the municipal members be-

fore it can take effect.   

Now : lobby the provincial government for additional 

funding for public libraries and library systems. Our 

Board Chair, Veronica Bliska, has spoken directly to 

the Minister of Municipal Affairs about this issue. We 

also asked libraries to ñget on boardò and lobby for 

more funding.  

Action Request to our Members  

PLS sent an action request to every member council and  

 

library board asking them to write the Minister of Munic-

ipal Affairs, Greg Weadick, about  the need for addit ional 

funding for public library services in Alberta. This same 

message will be coming from the other library systems. 

To date, 17 councils and boards from the Peace region 

have responded, joining their voices with others from 

across the province.  

Provincial e - Content  

As you know, the Public Library Services Branch has 

entered into agreements to offer Zinio  (digital maga-

zines) and hoopla  (downloadable music and video) ser-

vices to members of the Public Library Network. Zinio  

was launched as a PLS subscription early in 2014; the 

PLSB will be extending our Zinio subscription from Octo-

ber 2014 to October 2015. Hoopla  was launched in the 

Peace Region on July 28. We will be closely monitoring 

hoopla usage as the province has assigned a finite 

amount of funding for each region.   

Alberta - wide Borrowing Delay  

The Public Library Services Branch has been implement-

ing the Me Card Initiative  which will allow people to 

use their local card at almost any public library in Alber-

ta. Polaris libraries in the Marigold, Peace, Northern 

Lights and Yellowhead library systems are not yet ready 

due to technical difficulties. Once a launch date is deter-

mined, Janet Ayles will offer webinars on how to help 

patrons register for Me Card privileges. PLS still plans to 

introduce plastic cards (for renewals and new patrons) 

to coincide with implementation of the Me Card Initia-

tive. (Note: A TAL card will still be needed to borrow 

from college and university libraries. These are available 

from PLS.)   

By Linda Duplessis, Director, Peace Library System  

Great Program? Exciting News? Great Program? Exciting News?   

Share what youôve been doing in your library! 

 

Submit photos, news and events to Alex Daum at 

adaum@peacelibrarysystem.ab.ca  

You can submit items for the newsletter at anytime, 

and theyôll be published in the following issue of 

News & Notes . 

mailto:janderson@peacelibrarysystem.ab.ca
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Nowôs a great time to participate in Snapshot Day 2014! What is Snapshot Day? Snapshot Day allows you to show 

your community what happens every day in your library. You collect information, comments, stories, and photo-

graphs to capture a ñsnapshotò of a day in your library. How many people visit the library every day? How many 

reference questions are answered? How many programs are held? Several libraries have already jumped at the 

opportunity to highlight their library this summer. Your library has probably been very busy with the Summer 

Reading Club, vacationers stopping in to use the computers, and locals looking for a good summer read. Highlight 

this by participating in Snapshot Day.  

Snapshot Day is an opportunity for every public library in the Peace Region to showcase its value to the communi-

ty. Itôs as simple as choosing a day, gathering a couple statistics, and asking patrons to share a few comments. 

Peace Library System will add up the results from all our member public libraries and create a colourful brochure 

demonstrating the combined positive effect of libraries in our region. Please participate and send us your data by 

the end of October  so we can compile your contributions and create the brochure in time for your library boardôs 

November budget submission to your council. They will be impressed by the impact of participating in a regional 

library system!  

Please see the Snapshot Day 2014 page on the Peace Library System website at http://

www.peacelibrarysystem.ab.ca/snapshot -day . It provides straight - forward guidance, posters, a data gathering 

sheet, and the patron comment card. Then, easily submit your numbers and comments gathered from your Snap-

shot Day using our quick survey link. It is really important that each library contribute its input so we can demon-

strate the big impact we have together and in our local libraries.  

We look forward to promoting your library and the Peace region!  

By Katherine Wiebe, Consulting Services Manager, Peace Library System  

System News Bits 
¶ Congratulations to Dixonville Library Manag-

er Cayley Russell who had her first baby in 

July. Baby Sadie (pictured on the right) was 

born on July 30, 2014 and weighed 7 lbs, 4 oz. 

Congratulations to Cayley!  

Have exciting news to share? Send it to us at any time 

at adaum@peacelibrarysystem.ab.ca  
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From the IT Desk   

Community Profiles  

Community Profiles is going to be available for all PLS libraries this 

fall! Community Profiles gives your library the opportunity to work 

with community organizations and feature them in TRACpac. These 

profiles will be searchable by patrons and will be a wonderful way to 

highlight local organizations. The Polaris session at this yearôs Rural 

Libraries Conference will highlight Community Profiles and provide 

an overview from both the staff and patron points of view. If you are unable to at-

tend the session, come and find me at the Polaris table in the Exhibitor Room.  

Inventory and Your Library  

PLS has an inventory computer available for your public library to borrow. Conduct-

ing an inventory is a great idea because you can discover hidden problems with your 

collection. Although everything can look perfect sitting on the shelves, it does not 

always show that way in Polaris. Going through the inventory process gives you the 

opportunity to discover items that are still checked out, declared lost, or are miss-

ing. You may find some items that should be withdrawn. An inventory is a great 

time to do an overall assessment of your collection. The inventory computer can be 

borrowed for a month at a time and if you would like to reserve your month just let 

me know.  

Checkout Receipts  

Did you know that you can 

customize your checkout re-

ceipt? Most of the details are 

standardized, but you can 

add custom text to your 

checkout receipts. Do you 

have upcoming events that 

youôd like to promote? Are 

there changes coming up at 

your library or other infor-

mation you want to an-

nounce? The custom text 

field is a great place for this 

information. To customize 

your checkout receipt, go to 

Circulation > Options and 

choose the Receipt Printer 

Options tab. Just enter the 

text you would like to see on your receipts and press OK!  

 

 

By Janet Ayles, IT Services Manager, Peace Library System  

FROM THE IT DESK continued on page 5  


