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Craft for: Anansi and the Magic Lizard
Creepy Crawlers
Materials:

· Wire cutters

· Lead free soldering wire or pipe cleaners

· Copper or steel pot scrubber (could be plastic as well)

· Elastic thread (optional)

Instructions:

1. Use wire cutters or a strong pair of scissors to cut the lead-free solid soldering wire (sold in most hardware stores) or pipe cleaners into four 15-inch lengths for each child.
2. Have the children twist one end of the pot scrubber to form a spider's head and wrap the center portion of each wire just under the head to create four legs on each side of the body. 

3. Bend the midpoints and tips of the legs. 

4. To turn your creation into a hanging spider, simply tie a long piece of elastic thread to the scrubber. 
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Craft for: Anansi and the Magic Stick
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Pompom Spider
Materials:

· Yarn, any colour desired
· Scissors

· Four pipe cleaners

· Scrap cardboard

· Googly eyes and glue

Instructions:

1. [image: image9.jpg]


Cut a piece of yarn about 1-2 feet long; put it aside for later. Cut a piece of scrap cardboard about 3 inches long and 2 inches wide.
2. Have the children wrap about a yard or two of yarn around the rectangular piece of cardboard (don't wrap the yarn too tightly or it will be hard to take it off the cardboard). 
3. The children can carefully remove the yarn loops from the cardboard (make sure the loops retain their shape). 

4. Place the 4 pipe cleaners on top of the loops. Tightly tie the 2-foot-long piece of yarn around the middle of the loops plus pipe cleaners. 

5. Cut the yarn loops at their edges. Trim the pompom so that it makes a nice circle.
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6. Bend the spider's legs and glue on googly eyes. 

Alternate Craft for: Anansi and the Magic Stick

Dragonfly

Materials:

· Popsicle Stick 

· Paint or Markers 

· Glue 

· Sequins 

· Thread 

· Clear Packing Tape 

Instructions:

1. Give each child a Popsicle stick to colour or paint however they would like. For a more realistic dragonfly, color a blue body with a green head. 

2. Have the children glue two sequins on for the eyes.
3. Cut many pieces of black thread for each child. Pull off a piece of clear packing tape about 6 inches long (you can also use clear contact paper). 
4. Have the children set down their piece of tape sticky side up and start sticking the pieces of thread to it. This will look like all the little lines on a dragonfly's wings!
5. Once the children are satisfied with the amount of thread on their tape, have them place the Popsicle stick on the tape (figure 2). 

6. Tear of another piece of tape the same length ads the first one. The children can lay it on top of the first piece of tape, sticky side down. This will cover the tape and also keep the Popsicle stick in place.

7. Now trim the tape to look like the wings (figure 3). 
8. The children could also add 6 pipe cleaner legs to their dragonflies.
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Craft for: The Brave Little Seamstress

Bug Eyes 
Materials:
· Egg cartons

· Pipe cleaners

· Markers or paint

· Scissors

Instructions:

1. Give each child 2 cups from the egg cartons.
2. Have the children cut the bottoms out for eye holes (or do this ahead of time).

3. Let the children paint or colour their egg cartons however they would like. If desired, the children could use feathers and/or sequins as well.

4. Attach two pipe cleaners on each egg cup. One is on the top for the antenna. The other is on the side to fit around the child’s ears.

5. Attach one more pipe cleaner to both egg cups, to go over the child’s nose.
Alternate Craft for: The Brave Little Seamstress

Bug Catcher
Materials:

· Craft knife

· Clear disposable drink cup with a lid

· Clear tape

· Small square of gauze

· 2-inch piece of drinking straw

· Glue gun

· 1-foot length of ½ inch aquarium tubing (or other suitable long round material)

Instructions:

1. First, use the craft knife to make a small straw-size opening in the bottom of the cup for each child.

2. Give each child a cup and piece of drinking straw.

3. Have the children tape the gauze over one end of the straw, then poke the straw through the pre-cup hole in the cup.

4. Seal the straw in for the children with the glue gun.

5. The children can then push one end of the tubing an inch or so through the opening in the cup's lid and hot-glue it in place. 
6. When the glue has dried, place the lid on the cup. 
7. To use the bug catcher, just place the free end of the tube over an unsuspecting subject and suck through the straw. The bug will zip into the viewing chamber (the gauze over the straw prevents any old lady style fly swallowing), where the child can examine it for a minute or two before popping off the lid to set it free.
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Craft for: The Bugliest Bug

Button Beings
Materials:

· Buttons, a variety

· Pipe cleaners

· Markers

· Craft glue

· Googly eyes

· Craft beads

Instructions:
1. Give each child a variety of pipe cleaners and buttons. 
2. Have the children thread the pipe cleaners through the buttons to create whatever sort of creature they would like.

3. Get creative by linking multiple buttons and by moulding the pipe cleaners into interesting shapes such as tails, antennae, legs, wings, and more. (Remember that 2 pipe cleaners can be twisted together for extra length.) 
4. Once a body's done, have the children add a mouth with a marker and glue on 2 (or 3 or 4) eyes. 
5. The craft beads can also be added for extra decoration.
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Craft for: Bug Safari
Ant On A Leaf 
Materials: 
· Construction paper
· Hole puncher
· Collage materials
· Markers or crayons

Instructions:

1. Print out the leaf template onto construction for each child to cut out.

2. Have the children punch holes all over their leaves.

3. When they're done punching, have the children create the ants on their leaf with collage materials such as: pompoms, pipe cleaners, yarn bits, etc, or they can just draw the ants with crayons or markers. 
4. The children could also just create the ants on the leaf without punching holes first.
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Template

Craft for: Diary of a Spider
Pipe Cleaner Spiders
Materials:

· Pipe cleaners

· Four-hole buttons
· Googly eyes

Instructions:

1. Have each child bend a pipe cleaner into a V shape. The children can push the base of the V up through one of the buttonholes until it protrudes 1/2 inch. Then, bend the 1/2-inch length over the top of the button. 
2. Have the children use the same method to thread seven more pipe cleaners through the remaining buttonholes (2 in each hole). 
3. Next, shape the legs by bending the pipe cleaner ends first 1 inch from the button and then again 1/4 inch from the tips. 
4. The children can stick the googly eyes onto the button between the front legs. 
5. If the buttons are too fiddly to thread all of the pipe cleaners through, a piece of stiff cardboard with four holes punched in it could be used as a substitute. The children could colour the cardboard before adding the pipe cleaners.
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Craft for: Diary of a Worm

Inchworm Racing
Materials:

· Paper

· Pennies

· Tape

· Scissors

· Straws

Instructions:


1. Cut the paper into strips, and give to each child (as many as you want, depending on how many worms each child will make).
2. Have the children tape a penny to each end of the paper strip for weight.

3. The children can then curve the paper strip into a worm shape.

4. Have the children place their worms on a flat surface, and give each a straw.

5. To make the worm move, the child blows through the straw at one end of the worm.

6. The children can race the worms to see which is the fastest.
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Alternate craft for: Diary of a Worm
Bookworm
Materials:

· Coloured construction paper

· Scissors

· Crayons

· Pipe cleaners 
· Pompoms

· Glue or tape

· Hole punch

Instructions:

1. Print out four apple templates for each child to cut out on the coloured construction paper. This could be red, yellow, green, etc. Print out the leaf template as well. Alternatively, the templates could be printed on white paper for the children to colour.

2. Punch a hole near the bottom of each apple.

3. Have the children glue or tape the leaves onto the apples

4. The children can further decorate and colour their apples.

5. Next give each child a pipe cleaner. They can bend one end of it into a tear drop shape.
6. The children can now thread the pipe cleaner through the apples, with the tear drop shape at the top. Some tape or glue may also have to be used to secure the pipe cleaner. 
7. Have the children glue a pompom onto the tear drop shape for the head of the worm.
8. If desired, add small googly or bead eyes.
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Craft for: Froggy Eats Out

Tumblebugs
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Materials:

· Scissors

· Card stock

· 2 nickels 

· Tacky glue

· Toothpick

· Marbles

· Black marker

· Coloured tissue paper

· Glue stick

Instructions:

1. For each bug, the children need a 5-1/2- by 3/4-inch strip of card stock and two 1 3/4- by 7/8-inch card stock ovals. To make an oval, lay 2 nickels side by side on the card stock and trace around them, connecting the top and bottom. 
2. Have the children glue the long strip into a loop, with the ends overlapped by an inch. Hold together with a paper clip while the glue dries.

3. The children can then use a toothpick to line one edge of the loop with glue, and then set the loop on top of an oval.
4. When the glue dries, the children can place a marble inside. 

5. Line the edge of the loop with glue and press the other oval on top. 
6. Next, have the children use a marker to add a face and other features.
7. Cut out a couple of 2-inch-long wings from tissue paper and use the glue stick to attach them to the top of your bug.
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Alternate craft for: Froggy Eats Out
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Paper Plate Lady Bug

Materials:

· Two paper plates for each ladybug 
· Scissors 

· Stapler or tape (coloured tape looks really nice but is not necessary) 

· Red and black paint, markers or crayons 

· Glue 

· Black construction paper 

· Pipe cleaner 

· Hole punch 

· Optional - googly eyes 

Instructions:

1. Use the template provided to trace the ladybug legs onto black paper for each child to cut out (size the template according to the size of plates being used).

2. Staple (or tape) two paper plates together (put the eating surfaces of the plates on the inside) with the legs between the plates. Don't staple the plates all the way round - leave one end of the ladybug unstapled.
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3. Cut off the rim of the plates where they were not stapled (or taped) - this is where the children will put their hands to move the ladybugs.
4. Have the children paint or colour the top of the ladybug red (except the head, which is black) and the bottom of the ladybug black. Either paint or colour some black dots on the ladybug or glue some black circles on its back.

5. Either paint eyes or glue on googly eyes.

6. Punch two holes at the top for the antennae. The children can thread a pipe cleaner through the holes.
Template
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Craft for: A Frog in the Bog

Frog Pouch
Materials:

· 1 ½ paper plates for each child

· Either: green paint, green construction paper, or green tissue paper

· Construction paper (coloured or white)

· Stapler

· Glue

· Crayons or markers

Instructions:

1. Staple each child’s plates together to form a pouch.
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2. The children can either paint the plates green or glue green construction/tissue paper on. This can be done with 1 inch squares of paper.

3. Print the template pieces onto either white paper for the children to colour, or onto coloured paper (green for limbs, red for tongue, white for eyes). The children can cut the pieces out.

4. The children can then glue on the template pieces (you can substitute wiggly eyes for the template eyes).
5. Curl tongue around a pencil.
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Template
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Craft for: I Saw and Ant on a Railroad Track

Pom Pom Ant
Materials:
· Pompoms

· Pipe cleaners

· Googly eyes

· Tacky glue

· Scissors

Instructions:

1. Give each child 3 pompoms (any colour) and 2 black pipe cleaners, one cut in half.

2. Have the children fold one black pipe cleaner in half. 

3. Glue the three pompoms onto the pipe cleaner, starting ½ inch from the fold.

4. Fold them down to hold the pompoms in place.
5. The children can then wrap half of a pipe cleaner between each pompom for the legs. Bend the pipe cleaners down for the ant's knees and up at the ends for the ant's feet.
6. Have the children glue on wiggly eyes.
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Alternate Craft for: I Saw and Ant on a Railroad Track
Tunnel/Train track Ants

Materials:
· Cardboard tube from a tissue paper roll
OR

· Construction paper

· Scissors

· Raisins
· Glue

· Something to colour with
Instructions:

1. This craft can either be done as ants in a tunnel or ants on a railroad track.

2. For the ants in a tube, give each child an empty toilet paper roll and some raisins.

3. Have the children dip the raisins into glue and stick them inside the tube to simulate ants being in their tunnels.

4. The children can further decorate their tubes, such as with markers or scraps and strips of coloured paper. The children could also do several tubes and attach them together (by stacking, making a long tube, etc.)
5. For the ants on a railroad track, give each child one piece of construction paper for a background and another to make the railway tracks.

6. Have the children cut out railway tracks and glue to the background paper.

7. The children can then glue raisins on top of their railway tracks.

8. The children could also add such things as trees, grass, a conductor, a train, etc.

Craft for: Journey: The Stories of Migration

Chenille Stem Butterflies
Materials:

· Black chenille stem 
· Any color bumpy chenille stem (for butterfly body) 
· 4 Pom poms, optional 
· Wire cutters 
· Needle nose pliers 
· Tacky glue (if using pom poms) 

Instructions:

1. Give each child one half of a black chenille stem and a coloured bumpy chenille stem.

2. Have the children bend the bumpy chenille stem in half in a V shape.

3. Fold down one end of the bumpy chenille stem to the base of the V. Bend around the V. The end should be pointing up. 

4. Bend the bumpy chenille stem down to the base again. Bend around the V. This will form one side of the butterfly. 

5. Repeat with other end of the bumpy chenille stem. 

6. Be sure to use the needle nose pliers to hide any sharp ends. 

7. Fold the black chenille stem in half.

8. Twist the bent end about 1/2" from the bend. 
9. Slide the butterfly in-between the black ends of the chenille stem. 
10. Twist the black chenille stem above the butterfly to hold it in place. 
11. Separate the ends of the black chenille stem. 
12. Bend one end of the black chenille stem over about 1/4". Bend again. 
13. Repeat with other end. This makes the antennas. 
14. If desired, place pompoms in the openings of the wings and use tacky glue to hold in place. Let dry.  
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Craft for: Miss Spider’s Sunny Patch Kids

Pom Pom Bee
Materials: 
· One larger and one smaller yellow pompom

· Pipe Cleaners 
· Wiggle Eyes -- 10mm
·  Tacky Glue
·  Scissors 
Instructions:

1. Give each child one black pipe cleaner, half of a light blue pipe cleaner and two yellow pompoms.

2. Have the children fold the pipe cleaner in half.

3. Glue one large and one medium yellow pompom onto to the folded end leaving 1/2" sticking out for the stinger.
4. Trim and curl the other end for the antenna.
5. Twist half of a light blue pipe cleaner into a loop. Pinch it down to form wings.
6. Glue or twist them to the between the two pompoms that make the bee's  body.
7. Glue on wiggle eyes.
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Craft for: Old Cricket
Chirping Cricket
Materials needed: 

· Black plastic comb 
· Three short black chenille stems 
· One long black chenille stem 
· Googly eyes
· Glue 
Instructions: 
1. Have the children wrap the short chenille stems around the comb for legs. Wrap one at either end and one in the middle, and then bend them so that the cricket can stand on its legs. 
2.  The long chenille stem is for the antennae of the cricket. The children can wrap it around one end of the comb, and then bend both ends back to curve over the body of the cricket.
3. Next the children can glue googly eyes on the comb near the base of the antennae.

4. Have the children make their crickets chirp by brushing their fingers across the comb’s teeth.
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Alternate craft for: Old Cricket

Walking Stick

Materials:

· Sticks

· Brown or tan pipe cleaners

· Googly eyes

· Glue

Instructions:

1. Have the children fold 3 pipe cleaners in half. 

2. Place a pipe cleaner on the stick at the fold. Wind the pipe cleaners around the stick by bringing the ends of the pipe cleaners around each other and twisting.  Bend the legs so that one joint comes up over the stick.  Make two more bends in the pipe cleaner.  

3. Do this for the other two sets of legs. 

4. To make the antennae, the children can fold a pipe cleaner in half. Put it over the head end of your bug. 

5. Wind the pipe cleaner around the tip of the stick to make the head. 

6. Glue on the googly eyes.

A picture of this craft can be found at http://www.daniellesplace.com/html/bugs.html
Craft for: The Snail and the Whale

Such a Cool Snail
Materials:

· Paper plate

· Markers or crayons

· Tape or glue

· Craft stick

Instructions:

1. Have the children attach the craft stick to the bottom edge of the paper plate so that is sticks out on two sides, creating a head and a tail.

2. The children can make a face on the head with markers.

3. Have the children further decorate their snails by making a spiral on the plate and adding lots of colour, or whatever designs they want.
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Craft for: Tadpole’s Promise

Flutter  Bye
Materials:

· Knit gloves

· Cardboard

· Circle dot stickers

· Pipe cleaners

· Blue

· Stapler

Instructions:

1. Cut a finger off of the knit gloves for each child.

2. Use the template to trace the wing pattern onto the cardboard. Either do this ahead of time or have the children do it.

3. Have the children put the dot stickers on the wings. They could also colour on their own dots/designs.

4. Staple 2 pipe cleaner antennae onto the top center of the wings.

5. Glue the glove finger body onto the wings.

6. The children can draw a simple face onto their butterflies.

7. A finger pocket made from two pieces of paper could be used in place of the knit glove fingers.

[image: image30.jpg]



Template
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Alternate craft for: Tadpole’s Promise

Tissue Paper Butterfly
Materials:

· tissue paper in pretty colours
· one spring-loaded wood clothes pin
· stickers and sparkles
· wide-tip markers
· pipe cleaners
· scissors
· googly eyes
Instructions:

1. Cut two sheets of tissue in the same or contrasting colours about 30 by 30 cm (12 by 12 in.) for each child. One sheet will work fine too — your butterfly just won’t be as full.
2. Have the children decorate the tissue wings with markers, stickers or sparkles — Use a light touch and be careful not to overload it. If using glue, allow to dry.
3. If you use 2 sheets of tissue, have the children lay them on top of each other.
4. The children can gather the tissue at the halfway point and clip on the clothes pin to form the body.
5. On each end of the pipe cleaner, bend back about 0.5 cm (1/4 in.). Slightly bend the cleaner so you can see the halfway mark, open the clothes pin a bit and insert the pipe cleaner antennae as far back toward the hinge as you can. Twist a couple of times around the clothes pin to hold it in place and curl like real antennae.
6. The children can then poof out the tissue so the wings aren’t bunched up.
7. Googly eyes can also be added.
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Craft for: Ugh! A Bug!
Litter Bug 
Materials:

· Trash (Newspaper, String, Straws, Bottle Tops, Caps) 
· Tacky Glue or Low Temp Glue Gun 
· Googly eyes

Instructions:

1. Have the children crumple up a piece of newspaper. This can be wrapped with another piece of newspaper, and then wrapped with a string to hold the paper in a ball shape.

2. The children can then add what they want to create their litter bugs. This could be straws, bottle tops, caps, other bits of paper, etc. 

3. Googly could also be used.
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Craft for: Whizzil
Antennae Headband 
Materials:
· Construction Paper
· Crayons, Markers, or Paint
· 2 Pipe cleaners
· 2 Pom-poms
· Glue, Stapler or Tape

Instructions:   
1. Have each child cut out a strip of paper about 2 inches thick and long enough to wrap around the head.

2. The children can decorate their headbands with crayons, markers, and/or paint.

3. Glue a pompom to one end of each pipe cleaner.

4. Attach the other ends of the pipe cleaners with staples or tape to the strip of paper, about 4-6 inches apart.

5. Now staple or tape the ends of the paper strip together to snuggly fit around each child’s head.

6. A few other options: Before attaching the pipe cleaner to the headband, wrap them tightly around a pen or pencil to give them a fun, spiral shape. The children could also decorate the headband itself with the pom-poms.
Craft for: Bats on the Beach

Batty Finger Puppets
Materials:

· Sheet of paper
· Black construction paper 
· Scissors
· Pen
· White or silver crayon
· Glue
· Large black pompom
· Googly eyes
Instructions:

1. Print out the template for each child. Either have the children trace the template onto black construction paper or do this ahead of time. 
2. Have the children cut out their bats, including the finger holes.

3. To give the wings dimension, the children can fold them accordion-style, so the tips at the bottom are touching. Then the folds can be outlined with white or silver crayon.

4. The black pompom can be glued onto the body between the ears and the finger holes.

5. Glue on the googly eyes, and the children can play with their puppets.
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Template

Will need to print out from PDF file on desktop

