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Craft for: Bear Wants More 

Spring Flowers
Materials:

· Egg cartons

· Scissors

· Glue

· Green flexible straws

· Coloured markers

Instructions:

1. Give each child an individual cup from an egg carton. 

2. To make a tulip, have the children trim the sides of the cup to form four petals (the ends can be rounded or pointed). For a finishing touch, the children can use a coloured marker to accent the edges of the petals. 
3. To make a daffodil, give each child 2 yellow egg cups (or have them colour the cups). Prepare one as described for the tulip. Trim the second cup so that the edge is even and the sides are about an inch tall. Fit the short cup into the first cup and glue it in place. 

4. Finally, make a small slit in the bottom of each flower and have the children insert the end of a straw for a stem.
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Craft for: The Birds' Gift: A Ukrainian Easter Story
Sun Catcher Easter Eggs


Materials:
· Clear contact paper

· Coloured tissue paper

· Scissors

· String or yarn

· Hole punch

Instructions:

1. Give each child an egg-shaped piece of contact paper and many tissue paper squares in a variety of colours. Use the egg template if you would like.
2. Have the children place the squares on the contact paper.
3. Trim excess paper from around the egg shape.

4. If desired, the children could place another piece of contact paper over the tissue paper squares to keep the squares stuck down. Trim this piece of contact paper around the egg shape as well.

5. Punch a hole in the top of each egg, and tie a piece of string or yarn through the hole so the egg can be hung in a window.
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Craft for: The Bunny Who Found Easter

Easter Bunny
Materials:
· Cotton balls 

· Styrofoam egg 

· White chenille stem (pipe cleaner) 

· Thicker pink chenille stem (pipe cleaner) 

· Wiggle eyes 

· Small pink pom-pom 

· Thin wire 

· Wire cutters 

· Cardboard 

· Scissors 

· Glue 

· Fabric or lace 

Instructions:

1. Have the children glue cotton balls on a Styrofoam egg for tail and feet. 

2. Give each child a white pipe cleaner and a thicker pink pipe cleaner. The children can bend white pipe cleaner around a thicker pink pipe cleaner for the ears. 

3. Add wiggle eyes, a small pink pom-pom nose and thin wire whiskers. 

4. The children can then place the bunny on a cardboard circle with a hole cut out for base of egg to rest in. The cardboard can be covered with fabric or lace. 
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Craft for: Butterfly House 

Butterfly Wand
Materials:
· A popsicle stick 

· A pipe cleaner 

· A cone-shaped coffee filter 

· Colorful markers or crayons 

· Glue (a hot glue gun is perfect) 
Instructions:

1. [image: image7.jpg]


For each child, glue a pipe cleaner to a Popsicle stick. Hot glue is the easiest way to do this. 
[image: image8.jpg]


                                               
                                             Put glue on Popsicle stick.            Attach the pipe cleaner.    
2. Give each child a cone-shaped coffee filter that is opened up at the seam.

3. Have the children decorate the coffee filter with markers or crayons. Decorations in the very middle will be crumpled, so concentrate on the outer parts.
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4. The children can then attach the paper to the Popsicle stick with the pipe cleaner. Bend the ends to form the antennae.
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Craft for: The Colt and the King

Palm Leaf Fold and Cut Craft
Materials:

· Paper

· Scissors

· Paper clips

· Green construction paper

· Scotch tape

· Optional: green pipe cleaner

Instructions:

1. Print out the template for each child (there are also instructions on the template).
2. Have the children cut this template along the dotted line.

3. Fold a piece of green construction paper in half and paper clip the template so the dotted line is along the fold. 
4. Cut through the template and both layers of construction paper along the black lines.
5. Unfold the construction paper to see your finished palm leaf.
6. For the stem, either tape on a piece of green pipe cleaner or roll a second piece of green construction paper into as tight a tube as possible and tape it so it will stay.  Tape that to the center as a stem.
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Craft for: Cold Little Duck, Duck, Duck 

Duck Paper Plate Craft
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Materials:
· Paper plate

· Scissors

· Glue

· Stapler

· A pencil

· Yellow and orange construction paper or oak tag

· Crayons, paint or markers

· Googly eyes (optional)

Instructions:

1. Trace each child’s hand onto yellow construction paper, and have the children cut the tracings out.

2. Have each child fold a paper plate in half, and then either paint or colour the plates yellow.

3. Staple the hands near the fold on one end - these will be the tail feathers.
4. [image: image14.jpg]


Using yellow construction paper or oak tag, cut out a circle (about 3 inches across or a little bigger) -- this will be the duck's head. Using orange construction paper or oak tag, cut out an elongated oval with one end cut off -- this will be the duck's bill. Fold the end of the beak over, making a small tab (this is where you will put the glue).
5. Have the children glue the bill onto the circle (put the glue on the small tab that will be folded under the bill). Draw eyes above the bill (or glue on small googly eyes). Staple the head to the paper plate (near the fold line, opposite the tail feathers).
6. Using orange construction paper or oak tag, cut out the duck's feet - they should be connected by a short strip of paper. To draw each foot, start with an oval, then draw a zigzag on one end. Fold the paper where the feet meet the strip of paper.
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7. Staple each foot to the bottom of one side of the paper plate, right inside the fold line of the foot. You now have a cute duckie that will stand up.
Craft for: The Easter Chick
Easter Chick in a Shell
Materials:

· Egg carton

· Coloured cotton balls or pompoms

· Construction paper

· Scissors

· Tape or glue

· Crayons or markers

Instructions:

1. For each child, cut out a triangle beak (cut a diamond shape and fold it in half) and two small paper eyes.
2. Have the children glue the beak and eyes onto one of the pompoms to create the face of a chick.

3. The children can then glue the face to the top of the other pom-pom to create the entire chick.
4. Give each child a section of the egg carton to glue their chicks into. If desired, the egg carton sections can be trimmed to look like a cracked open egg, like the picture.
5. The children can then further decorate their eggs and chicks with paper pieces, crayons and markers.
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Craft for: Enemy Pie
[image: image17.jpg]



Beanbag Balls
Materials:

· 3 (11-inch) balloons for each ball

· Funnel

· 2 ¼ cups of dried lentils (per 3 balls)

· Scissors

Instructions:

1. Stretch the first balloon by inflating it halfway, holding it closed for about 30 seconds, and deflating it.
2. Place a funnel in the balloon's neck and gradually pour in 3/4 cup of lentils, pushing them in as you go.  Another option for filling is to put the lentils into a water bottle, inflate the balloon slightly, fit the neck of the balloon over the top of the bottle, and then pour the lentils into the balloon. The balloon should be firm but squeezable. Other materials, such as rice, beans, or flour, could be used instead of lentils.
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3. Snip off the balloon's thick rubber lip. Cut the neck off a second balloon and [image: image19.jpg]


gently stretch the opening. 
4. Ease the second balloon over the filled balloon, tucking in the neck as you go. 
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5. Cut the neck off the third balloon, stretch the opening, and ease it over the other [image: image21.jpg]


two. 
Craft for: Flora's Surprise
Tissue Paper Flowers and a Paper Plate May Basket

For this craft, the children could do both the flowers and the basket, or do just one of the two.
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Tissue Paper Flowers
Materials:

· Pastel colored tissue paper 
· Chenille stem 
· Scissors 
· Ruler 

Instructions:

1. Cut tissue paper into rectangles of desired size (5x7" is the size pictured). 

2. Have each child stack 4-6 pieces of tissue paper. Use the same color or different colors. 

3. The children can accordion pleat the tissue paper working from the long side. 

4. Next, have the children wind one end of the chenille stem around the middle of the accordion pleated tissue paper. 

5. Gently separate each layer pulling upwards toward the middle of the flower. 

6. Let the children make a couple of flowers and put them in a May Basket. 
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Paper Plate May Basket

· Flimsy paper plate 

· Construction paper, optional 

· Scissors, optional 

· Markers or paint, optional 

· Glue, optional 

· Stapler or tape 

· Hole punch 

· Ribbon or yarn 

Instructions:

1. Have the children decorate their plates using markers, paint, construction paper, or whatever you wish. Let dry. 

2. The children can then curl the paper plate into a cone shape. Tape or staple in place. 

3. Punch two holes in the top of the container, directly across from each other. 

4. Attach a piece of ribbon or yarn so the children can hang the basket on the door handle. 

Craft for: Goose's Story 

Festive Felt Flower Napkin Ring
Materials:

· Felt - green plus at least one other color 

· Scissors 

· Pencil 
Instructions:

1. Print out the template pieces for each child. These pieces can be cut out and used to trace the shapes onto the felt.

2. The leaf piece can be traced onto green felt, and the other two pieces on another colour or colours. Have the children cut out the pieces. Make a 1 inch slit on the leaves piece and the other petals piece (but not the bone-shaped piece).
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3. Have the children slip the green piece onto the bone-shaped piece, and then slip the petal piece onto the same end.

[image: image25.png]Paper Palm Leaf

Cut this template along the dotted
line.

Fold a piece of green construction
paper in half and paper clip the
template so the dotted line is along
the fold.

Cut through the template and both
layers of construction paper along
the black lines.

Discard the template (unless you
want to make more leaves).

Unfold the construction paper to see
your finished palm leaf.

Optional: Tape a green pipe cleaner
or thin rolled tube of construction
paper to the center as a stem.
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4. The children can then slip the other end of the bone-shaped piece through the green piece and the petal piece. The bone-shaped piece should form a loop.
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5. The children can then slip a rolled-up napkin through the loop in the bone-shaped piece
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Craft for: Mud 

Umbrella Art

Materials:

· Construction paper

· Scissors

· Glue

· Something to colour with

· Other decorating material (glitter, fabric, etc.)

Instructions:

1. Print out the template for each child to cut out. This can then be left as is or glued onto a larger piece of construction paper. If leaving as is, it would be preferable to cut the shape out of a heavier weight paper.

2. Have the children decorate their umbrellas however they would like. They can color, glue on bits of paper or fabric, glue on glitter, or use any other material on hand.

3. If the umbrella is glued onto another piece of paper, the children could also draw on rain and clouds.
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Craft for: Old Black Fly 
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Fly-Catching Frog 

Materials:

· Green craft foam (or card stock)
· Large googly eyes

· Glue

· Red party blower

Instructions:

1. Print out the template for each child to cut out and trace onto green craft foam, or do this ahead of time.

2. Have the children cut the shape out of the craft foam, cutting 2 small X’s where indicated.

3. The children can glue on the 2 large googly eyes.

4. To add the tongue, fold back the frogs head and push the mouthpiece of a red party blower first through cut A, then through cut B. 
5. To flick the frog's tongue, the children simply blow through the tube.
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Craft for: Rattletrap Car 

Delicious Ice Cream Cone

Materials:
· Brown construction paper

· Scissors

· Tape

· Glue

· Cotton balls

· Foil

· Coloured tissue paper

Instructions:

1. Give each child a piece of the brown construction paper. Have the children roll the paper into a cone and tape it in place, and then trim the top so it is smooth and level.

2. Next, have the children crumple pieces of foil into ice cream scoop size balls. 

3. The children can cover the foil balls with strips of coloured tissue paper and/or cotton balls.

4. Have the children tape or glue the ice cream scoops into their cones. 
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Alternated Craft for: Rattletrap Car 

Miniature Sundaes
Materials:

· Mini plastic cups

· Pompoms

· Assorted seed beads

· Red pony bead

· Tacky glue and toothpicks

Instructions:

1. Have the children glue one large or several small pompoms in the “flavour” of their choice in a mini plastic cup.

2. The children can glue a white pompom or cotton ball on top for whipped cream.

3. Next, have the children use a toothpick to dab on tacky glue and place seed beads on as sprinkles. 

4. As a finishing touch, the children can glue on a red pony bead as a cherry. 
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Craft for: Sea, Sand, Me 

Seashore Scenes
Materials:

· Blue paper

· Sandpaper

· Brightly coloured or white paper

· Scissors

· Glue

· Something to colour with

Instructions:

1. Give each child a piece of the blue paper and a piece of sandpaper long enough to go across the blue paper.

2. Have the children glue the sandpaper to the bottom of the blue paper so it looks like a sandy beach.

3. Give each child a printout of the templates to cut out. The pieces can either be coloured or traced onto coloured paper and cut out again.

4. The children can then glue the pieces to their beach scenes. They can also add a sun, clouds, etc.
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Alternate Craft for: Sea, Sand, Me 

Beach Scene Card

Materials:
· blue construction paper
· sand
· seashells
· white and yellow acrylic paint or crayons
· white craft glue
Instructions:
1. Have each child fold their piece of blue construction paper in half.

2. Have the children squeeze a generous amount of glue near the bottom of the card. Use a glue spreader to spread the glue across the bottom third of the card. It doesn't matter if the line isn't even, it will look more like a beach if it isn't. Let the glue dry slightly so it is a bit thick. This will make it easier to glue on the sand.
3. The children can then sprinkle a layer of sand over the glue and press it down into the glue. Add more sand to build it up and press it down as before. 
4. Have the children either paint or colour a yellow sun and white clouds onto the card. They could also use cotton balls for the clouds, and a yellow piece of paper cut into a circle for the sun.

5. Finally, the children can glue the shells onto the sand to complete their cards.
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Craft for: Splish, Splash, Spring
Handprint Paper Flowers and May Basket with Doilies
For this craft, the children could do both the flowers and the basket, or do just one of the two.
Handprint Paper Flowers
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Materials:

· Construction paper

· Pencil

· Scissors

· Green pipe cleaners or straws

· Tape or glue

· Stapler

Instructions:

1. Trace each child’s hand onto construction paper. Have the children cut the tracing out.

2. The children can then curl each of the fingers around a pencil.
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3. Using the palm of the handprint, form a cone (with the fingers curling outwards). Glue or tape the cone together. 
4. Have the children staple the flower to a pipe cleaner or drinking straw.

[image: image42.jpg]



5. Have the children draw and cut out some leaves on green construction paper.

6. The leaves can be stapled or taped to the straw.
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May Basket with Doilies
Materials:
· Fiskars Paper Crimper 

· Paper doilies 

· Blue construction paper (or any color desired) 

· Scissors 

· Tacky glue or school glue (like Elmer's) 

· Paper clips or stapler 

· Hole punch 

· Ribbon or yarn 
Instructions:
1. Cut a rectangle for each child out of the construction paper to fit into the Paper Crimper. 

2. Crimp the paper. (This step can be skipped if you don’t have a paper crimper).  
3. Give each child one rectangle of the construction paper. From the bottom middle of the long edge, have the children twist the paper into a cone shape. 

4. Use either a stapler to hold in place, or glue and use paper clips to hold until dry. 

5. Have the children glue paper doilies on wherever they desire. 

6. Punch two holes in the top of the cone, directly across from each other. 

7. Tie ribbon or yarn to hang the cone with. 
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Craft for: Spring Thaw

Caterpillar on a Stick Decoration
Materials:

· Twig about 9 inches long
· Various coloured pompoms

· 5 mm wiggle eyes

· Green metallic (or regular) pipe cleaner

· Artificial green leaves or green construction paper for paper leaves

· Glue (hot glue if possible)

Instructions:

1. Give each child a twig and about 8 pompoms, in a variety of colours, one being black.

2. Have the children glue the pompoms onto the twig (or do the hot glue for them). Start with the black pompom about 1 ½ inches from the end of the stick, and continue from there. If the twig is a bit shorter, then use fewer pompoms to make sure the twig sticks out from the pompoms on either end.

3. The children can then glue the wiggly eyes onto the black pompom.

4. Give each child a piece of the pipe cleaner about 3 inches long. This can be folded in half and the ends curled up to look like antennae.

5. Squeeze a generous drop of hot glue on the back of the black pompom and press the bent point of the pipe cleaner into the hot glue and hold it in place briefly until secure.
6. For the leaves, either use artificial green leaves or use the template provided to cut the leaves out of green construction paper.
7. Squeeze a line of hot glue along the bottom of the twig below the caterpillar and press one of the leaves to it on an angle. Repeat for the other leaf.
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Template
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Craft for: Sunflower House
Celebration Sunflowers 

Materials:

· Yellow, brown, and green construction paper

· Tongue depressor

· Pencil

· Scissors

· Glue

Instructions:

1. Have the children trace one hand 6 times on the yellow paper.
2. The children can cut out the hands, but don’t worry about the thumb.

3. Print out the template pieces for each child. The leaves need to be on green paper and the circle on brown paper. Either print or trace onto the coloured paper.

4. Have the children cut the pieces out.

5. The children can then glue the hands onto the back of the brown circle so that the fingers fan around the entire circle. Using a pencil, curl the fingers inward.

6. Next, have the children tape a tongue depressor onto the back of the flower, and glue or tape the leaves onto the stem.
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Craft for: Wake Up, It's Spring!

Plate May Basket 
Materials:

· 2 Flimsy paper plates 
· Construction paper 
· Markers or paint, optional 
· Scissors 
· Decorative scissors, optional 
· Glue 
· Stapler 
· Hole punch 
· Ribbon or yarn 
Instructions:

1. Each child will need one whole plate and one half of a plate. 

2. Have the children decorate the outside (bottom) of the plates using markers, paint, construction paper, or whatever they wish. Let dry. 

3. Staple the circular paper plate and the half plate together, outsides facing out. 

4. Punch two holes in the top of the circular paper plate. (see photo) 

5. Attach a piece of ribbon or yarn so the children can hang the basket on the door handle. 

6. Have the children create flowers and leaves from construction paper. Glue pieces together. You could also use the template flowers.
7. The children can then glue the flowers in the basket. 
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Craft for: Watermelon Day 

Decorative Kites

Materials:

· Coloured construction paper

· Scissors

· Glue

· String or yarn

· Crayons or markers

· Tape

Instructions:

1. Print out the kite pattern for each child to trace onto colourful construction paper and cut out.

2. Have the children draw or cut out decorations or their kites. Glue on the decorations.
3. Have the children flip the kites over to the back side and glue string or yarn to the bottom point. Add a piece of tape for extra strength.

4. The children can attach the paper bows to the kite string.
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Alternate Craft for: Watermelon Day   

Paper Watermelon

Materials:

· Red, green and black construction paper

· Background construction paper in a different colour

· Glue

· Scissors

Instructions:

1. Print out the template for each child. The rind and the rest of the watermelon will need to be cut apart.

2. Using the template pieces, the children can trace and cut out a green rind and a red watermelon. These can be glued onto another piece of background paper.

3. The children can also cut a bunch of seeds out of the black paper, which can be glued all over the watermelon.
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Craft for: Wet Dog! 

Craft Stick Water Skier
Materials:

· Pipe cleaners

· Craft sticks

· Tape

· Long length of ribbon or string

· Toothpick

Instructions:

1. Give each child four craft sticks. Have them tape 2 of the sticks together, one next to the other lengthwise. Now repeat that process again with the other two craft sticks. These will become the water-skier’s water-skis.
2. Next, have the children take a pipe cleaner of any colour and twist the middle into a loop for the water-skier’s head.

3. The children can then wrap the pipe cleaner ends over each other a couple times to create a braided middle under the loop and then separate the ends to form two legs of a triangle. These ends will be the skier's legs. Bend the very end of these up to create feet.
4. Have the children tape the skier’s feet onto the skis. 

5. Next, the children can take half of a pipe cleaner and twist it around the middle of the skier’s body, leaving the two ends sticking out to form arms.
6. Give the children a toothpick to tape to the arms so the skier is holding a handle. 

7. Finally, attach a long length of string or ribbon to the handle
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