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Craft for: Alligator Sue

Hungry Alligator

Materials:

· Two new green kitchen scrub pads
· Scissors
· Red felt
· White felt
· Tacky glue
· Googly eyes
· Green pom-poms
· Black pom-pom
· Green rickrack
Instructions:

1. Start by trimming the green kitchen scrub pads and red felt into elongated pocket shapes. Give 2 of each to every child.

2. From white felt, cut triangular teeth and use tacky glue to stick several to the rounded edge of each scrub pad. Glue a red felt piece atop each scrub pad, covering the bases of the felt teeth. 
3. Next, stack the scrub pads with the red felt pieces face-to-face. Glue all along the straight edges but leave the rounded, toothy edges unglued to create the alligator's open mouth. 
4. To make the gator's face, glue googly eyes onto green pom-poms, then glue the pom-poms to the top of the head. Finally, affix green rickrack ridges and black pom-pom nostrils atop his snout, and your reptile is ready for the first course of writing utensils.
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Alternate Craft for: Alligator Sue

Paper Alligator

Materials:

· Green construction paper

· White construction paper

· Other coloured construction paper

· Wiggly eyes

· Glue

· Scissors

Instructions:

1. Print the alligator template of choice onto green construction paper for each child. The pattern could also be printed onto white paper for the children to colour.

2. Have the children cut the alligator out and glue to different coloured construction paper for a background.

3. Give the children white paper to draw alligator teeth on and cut out. 
4. The children can glue the teeth onto their alligator.

5. Glue on wiggly eyes.
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Craft for: The Baby Beebee Bird
Paper Plate Bird Mask
Materials:

· Paper plates
· Paint, crayons, or markers
· Feathers, coloured paper cut into feather shapes
· Glue

· Scissors

· Popsicle stick

Instructions:

1. Have the children decorate or paint their paper plates.

2. Measure where their eyes should be behind the mask and cut out the eye holes

3. Have the children glue feathers onto their plates. If using paper feathers, print out the template on a variety of colours of paper for the children to cut out.

4. The children can add a beak, either drawn on or from paper.

5. Glue the popsicle stick to the back of the plate near the bottom.

Templates
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Craft for: Counting Crocodiles

Clothespin Crocodile
Materials:

· Spring type clothes pins
· Green paint or markers

· Wiggly eyes
· Small yellow pompoms
· Glue
Instructions:

1. Have the children paint or colour their clothespins green
2. Glue the eyes onto the top.

3. The children can glue the pompoms along the back.
[image: image23.png]Rainbow

Cut-out

Ak (half plate)




Craft for: Hippo Goes Bananas

Foam Marshmallow Hippo Craft for Kids 

Materials:

· Foam marshmallows
· wooden dowel or yarn for the tail
· fun foam
· glue
· magic markers or paint
Instructions:

1. Glue two marshmallows together to form the body. Cut the corner off of one marshmallow to form the head and glue it to the body as shown in the diagram to the right. 
2. Use the leg pattern to cut four legs from fun foam. Fold Side A and B in together so they are overlapping each other about 1/4". Glue Side A to side B using a hot melt glue gun. Glue the legs to the body as shown. Use a pointy stick or large needle to poke holes in the marshmallows for the legs and tail. Insert the dowels in the holes.
3. Cut the ears from fun foam and glue to the head. Paint or colour the hippo. Use a black marker to draw in the eyes, nose, and mouth.

A picture of this craft can be found at:
http://www.daniellesplace.com/html/africanAnimals.html

Template
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Alternate Craft for: Hippo Goes Bananas

Paper Bag Hippo

Materials:

· Paper bag

· Paper 
· Something to colour with
Instructions:

1. Print out the templates for each child to cut out.

2. The template can be coloured and decorated before or after assembly, whichever you or the children prefer.  

3. Here is an illustration of how to place pieces on the bag.  The body template is meant to run a little bigger in the bottom than the length of the bag and legs in some version will dangle.  Suggestion:  Cut about 2 to 2/12 inches off the bottom of the bag.  This makes the puppet more comfortable and manageable for the children.  
4. The children can further decorate the hippo bags if desired.
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Template
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Craft for: Jungle Song

Circle Black Panther Craft
Materials:

· Something to colour with
· Scissors
· Glue
· Paper
Instructions:

1. Print out the templates for each child. It can either the coloured version or the black and white version for them to colour.

2. Have the children cut out the circles.

3. Glue the small red circle into the center of one of the medium black circles.
4. Glue the medium grey circle onto the medium black circle.
5. Glue the large black circle under the medium grey circle.
6. Glue two of the medium black circles on either side of the nose/mouth (grey and black) circles.
7. Glue the other two medium black circles onto the top of the head.
8. Glue the two small green circles (eyes) onto the head.
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Template
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Craft for: Mrs. Chicken and the Hungry Crocodile

Mr. Crocodile Puppet
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Materials:

· Green construction paper 

· Red construction paper 

· White construction paper 

· Crocodile pattern 

· Two large yellow dot stickers 

· Two small yellow dot stickers 

· Two small green dot stickers 

· Tongue depressor 

· 14" black yarn 

· Ruler 

· Pencil 

· Scissors 
· Glue
Instructions:

1. Print the template pieces for each child: the 2 head pieces on green construction paper, the teeth on white construction paper, and the mouth on red construction paper

2. Have the children cut their pieces out.

3. Take the #l headpiece and glue the white teeth onto it. Then glue the red mouth onto that. Let this dry before you go on. 
4. Fold this piece in half and crease. Keep this closed and lay 4" of the yarn down the middle of this piece and glue down.
5. Now take the #2 head piece and place it over the top of the yarn and glue down. (This is what makes the ridge on the face of the crocodile in the picture). You will have 10" leftover so that you may pull it to make the mouth come open and shut.
6. The children can put the dot stickers on the top of the puppet for the ears and nose.

7. Turn the crocodile head over and glue on the tongue depressor for your handle.
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Craft for: Noah’s Ark

Noah's Ark with Rainbow Paper Plate craft
Materials:

· 1 ½  paper plates per arc

· Scissors

· Glue

· Something to colour with

Instructions:

1. For preparation, cut one paper plate in half and use one half to form the front of the ark. Save the other half to use as the front of another ark. 

2. Cut a half a circle out of the top center half of the second paper plate leaving the rainbow shape at the top. This can be done beforehand or by the children if there is a rainbow shape drawn on the plate. 

3. Have the children glue the half paper plate onto the paper plate with the rainbow cut out so that a pocket is formed below the rainbow to form the ark. 

4. Have the children paint or colour the rainbow and ark. 
5. If desired, print out animal shapes as well for the children to put in their arcs.
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Animal templates
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Craft for: Rikki-Tikki-Tavi
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Bouncy Cobra

Materials:

· two colors of construction paper 
· scissors

· scotch tape

· glue

· markers

· drinking straw

· wiggly eyes

Instructions:

1. cut three or four strips of construction paper about 1 or 2 inches wide and 11 inches long (it doesn't have to be exact) and tape them together to make one long piece (30 to 40 inches long). This can be done ahead of time, or have the children do this.

2. Repeat the first step to make a second very long strip of paper

3. Note:  There really is no limit to how long your snake can be... just keep adding strips of construction paper to your accordion folding.  If the children enjoy the project, they may want to "compete" with themselves or each other to see who can make the longest snake.  
4. Tape the pieces of paper together in an L shape 

5. Have the children accordion fold the paper. 
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STEP 1: tape as an L
STEP 2: fold bottom piece over top piece

STEP 3: crease to make another L

STEP 4: repeat step 2

6. Continue until there are 6 to 10 inches of unfolded paper left.

7. Trim one color off and tape it so the accordions won't unravel.  
8. Take a piece of construction paper the same color as the remaining long strip.

9. Fold it in half and cut out a heart. Use the template if desired.
10. Use glue or tape to attach the heart to the back of the long strip to make the cobra's head

11. Tape a piece of drinking straw onto the back of the snake, all the way down into the accordion folds to make the snake stand up.
12. Cut a tongue shape from red construction paper and glue on.
13. Glue on wiggly eyes.
14. Have the children add any other desired features to the snake.
Template
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Craft for: Starry Safari

Safari Maps
Materials:

· Brown paper bags

· Markers and crayons

· Stickers

· Stamps

Instructions:

1. Give each child a large piece of paper out of the paper bags. 
2. Have the children crumple it up and uncrumple it several times until it gets soft and starts to resemble a piece of leather. (You could take it one step further with older children by painting it with brown water colors. The color seeps into the wrinkles in the paper making it look more realistic.)
3. Have the children draw a map to a certain place, such as a water hole or a lion’s den. Use ideas from the story.

4. The children can decorate their maps with stickers, stamps, and draw whatever they would like.

5. When they are done, pretend that you are in the jungle and have the children follow their maps.
Alternate Craft for: Starry Safari
Paper Bag Zebra

Materials:

· a paper lunch bag
· white construction paper
· some crayons
· scissors
· glue
· paper for the printer
Instructions:

1. Get familiar with the paper bag, while it is lying flat. The side that is smooth is the back of the zebra. On the other side is a flippy tab, which is the zebra’s head. Underneath of this tab is the mouth. There is a flap of paper on the sides of the bag, which is where the arms will be slipped into.

2. Give each child a copy of the templates, which they can colour and cut out. The pieces could also be coloured after gluing to the bag. 
3. Cover the paper bag with white construction paper (just glue it on and trim)
4. Glue the tongue underneath the flippy tab.
5. Glue the stripes (small ones from first template) onto the head.
6. Glue the nose (a big oval) onto the head.  It should overlap the body a bit.
7. Glue the eyes onto the head above the nose.  If you like, you can use wiggly eyes instead of the paper template pieces.
8. Glue the ears onto the head.
9. Glue the hair tuft onto the head.
10. Glue the arms into the flap.
11. Glue the stripes onto the body.
12. Glue the tail onto the back.
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Templates
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Craft for: Waterhole Waiting 

Twirling Monkeys

Materials:
· Construction paper 

· Pipe cleaners
· Plastic drinking straw 
Instructions:

1. Draw and cut out circles from construction paper. 
2. Have the children glue these together to make the monkey. 
3. Staple pieces of chenille sticks to the monkey for the arms and legs. 
4. Wrap the ends of the arms around a plastic drinking straw.
5. Have the children hold the straw in one hand and swing the monkey around the straw. 
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