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Craft for: Baboushka: A Christmas Folktale from Russia
Christmas Tree Mobile

Materials:

· Coloured construction paper

· Tape

· Glue

· Glitter

· Scissors

· Markers or crayons

· Ribbon

Instructions:

1. Print out the template for each child to use to cut a Christmas tree out of green construction paper.

2. Have the children decorate their trees with glitter, ribbon pieces, and markers or crayons.

3. The children can then cut out a variety of squares and rectangles from different colours of paper, and decorate them to look like presents.

4. Give the children several lengths of ribbon, one for each present.

5. Have the children attach one end of the ribbon to the tree and the other end to the presents with tape. 

6. The children can also attach a loop of ribbon to the top of the tree, so it can be hung up.
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Craft for: Chrismas Cricket
Rudolph Ornament

Materials:

· ¼ sheet of light brown craft foam (or felt)
· 2 glitter gold chenille sticks
· 2 medium wiggle eyes
· 1 red glitter pompom 

· 6-8 inches of ribbon 

· White craft glue or hot glue gun 

· Scissors

Instructions:

1. Each child will need 2 tear drop shapes cut from craft foam for the head, and a small oval cut in half for the ears. Either do this ahead of time or have the children use the template to trace onto the foam and cut out.
2. Have the bend each chenille stick in half, then bend and twist them to form two antlers.
3. Glue the ears toward the top of the round end of one of the tear drop shapes. Tip: Hot glue works much faster. Glue antlers to the top of the same oval shape.
4. For the hanger, the children can fold ribbon in half and glue the open ends together in between the two antlers. 

5. Glue the second oval shape to the back of the first oval to create the back of the reindeer’s head. This sandwiches the ears, antlers and hanger inside the two tear drop shapes and gives the ornament a more finished look.
6. The children can then glue on wiggle eyes and a red pompom for a nose.
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Craft for: Christmas Day in the Morning

Paper Plate Angel
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Materials:

· Paper plate

· Scissors

· Pencil

· Tape or stapler

· Something to colour with

Instructions:

1. Give each child a paper plate with a pattern drawn on as shown below. Have the children cut along the lines (or do this ahead of time) and discard the dark section.
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2. Have the children decorate their angels however they would like.
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3. Overlap the edges of the angel's skirt slightly and tape or staple it into place.
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Alternate Craft for: Christmas Day in the Morning

Little Drummer Boy’s Drum

Materials:

· Large paper cup

· Small paper bowl

· Ribbon

· Craft sticks

· Something to colour with

· Coloured tissue paper

· Glue and tape
Instructions:

1. First have the children cover their cups with coloured tissue paper.

2. Give each child a bowl with two holes poked at the edges. Have the children tie one end of a long piece of ribbon through each hole, so they can wear their drums around their necks.
3. The children can then turn the bowl upside down and secure it to the top of the cup with glue, and a bit of tape as well to make it stay in place.

4. To make drumsticks, have the children tape two craft sticks together.

5. The children can further decorate their drums however they would like.
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Craft for: Christmas in the Country
Handprint Wreath

Materials:
· Green construction paper

· Red construction paper or red ribbon

· Pencil

· Scissors

· Glue

· Optional: glitter or glitter glue

Instructions:

1. Trace each child’s hand about 10 times on the green construction paper. Cut the hands out.

2. Have the children glue the hand prints together in a wreath shape, with the wrists overlapping a little bit.
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3. Have the children then glue on a red ribbon bow (or make one from red construction paper).
4. As an option, the children can decorate their wreaths with glitter or glitter glue.
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Craft for: Cobweb Christmas 
Christmas Circle Garland and Christmas Lights
Materials:

· Ribbon

· Scissors

· Colourful construction paper

· Hole puncher

· Glitter

· Glue

· Markers or crayons

Instructions:

1. For this craft, the children can make separate strings of garland and lights, or put both on one string.
2. For the garland, have the children cut out a number of large and medium size circles from coloured construction paper. You may want to pre-draw the circles. Punch a hole in the middle of each circle.

3. The children can decorate their circles with markers or crayons, glitter and glue.

4. For the lights, print out the templates for the children to trace onto coloured construction paper and cut out.

5. The children can decorate their lights further with markers or crayons.

6. To string the garland, thread the ribbon through the holes punched in the circles. Some tape may need to be added to keep the circles in place

7. To string the lights, attach to the ribbon with tape or glue. To make them more secure, punch a hole at the bottom and thread the ribbon through, then add tape to keep the lights in place.
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Craft for: A Creature was Stirring
Hand and Footprint Reindeer

Materials:

· Paper

· Crayons

· Scissors

· String

· Glue

· Optional: wiggly eyes, red pompom, ribbon

Instructions:

1. Trace each child’s foot onto brown paper (you could also use craft foam). Have the children cut the foot out. This is the reindeer’s head.
2. To make the antler’s, trace both of the child’s hands (have the children spread the thumb as far away as possible from the other fingers) onto brown or beige paper and cut them out.
3. Have the children glue the antlers to the head.
4. To make the face, you can print out the template pieces for the children to colour, cut out and glue on. The children could also use wiggly eyes, a red pompom for the nose, and real ribbon for the bow.

5. Attach a string or ribbon to the back so the reindeer can be hung from a tree.
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Craft for: The Give-Away

Christmas Crackers
Materials:

· Toilet paper roll

· Crepe paper, tissue paper or gift wrap

· Ribbon

· Stickers, pictures from old Christmas wrap, drawings, etc for decoration
· Small candies, confetti, etc
Instructions:

1. Each child will need a toilet paper roll and a piece of crepe paper, tissue paper or gift wrap 3 to 5 inches longer than the roll (it should be about a 10" x 10" square).

2. Have the children wrap the paper around the roll with an even amount hanging over either end.

3. The children can then tie a piece of ribbon around one end to hold closed.

4. Fill the roll with candy or small toys and confetti (the children can make their own confetti by hole punching different coloured paper and gift wrap).
5. Tie another piece of ribbon around the other end.

6. Have the children decorate their crackers with stickers, pictures from old Christmas wrap or the child's own drawings.
7. The kids can each grab an end and pull their Christmas crackers to get their treats.
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Craft for: Good King Wenceslas 

Christmas Beaver Wreath

Materials:

· Paper (heavier paper if possible)

· Something to colour with

· Scissors

· Ribbon, string or wool

· Glue

· Something hard as a base, like cardboard, a margarine container lid or a frozen juice can lid

· Optional: Christmas gift wrap and stickers

Instructions:

1. Print out the template for each child to colour and cut out.

2. Cut a circle for each child about the right size for the wreath (doesn't have to be exact) from cardboard or a margarine container lid.  Or just use a frozen juice can lid.
3. Have the children cover the circle with gift wrap or coloured paper.

4. The children can then glue the wreath onto the circle, the beaver into the center of the wreath, the hat onto the beaver, and the Christmas message onto the top or bottom of the wreath.
5. The wreaths can be further decorated with Christmas stickers.

6. Attach a string, ribbon or wool as a hanger so it can be hung on the Christmas tree (either by poking a hole in the base and threading the string through, or by attaching well with tape).
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Alternate Craft for: Good King Wenceslas 

Christmas Wreath

Materials:

· Paper plate

· Pipe cleaner

· Coloured construction paper or white paper
· Glue

· Something to colour with

Instructions:

1. Give each child a paper plate with the middle of the plate cut out.

2. Print out the template pieces for each child. This can either be on coloured paper (or for the children to trace onto coloured paper) or on white paper for the children to colour themselves and cut out.

3. The children can then glue the pieces all around the plate to make a wreath.

4. Have the children attach a pipe cleaner loop to the top of the wreath so it can be hung up.
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Craft for: A Kenya Christmas

Santa Hat Ornament

Materials: 
· Red felt

· Cotton balls or fibre fill

· Glue

· Ribbon

Instructions:

1. Give each child a triangle shape cut out of red felt. Make sure the top point is flat and the bottom edge is rounded, as shown below.
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Have each child glue a 6 inch piece of ribbon, tied in a circle, to the top of the triangle.
3. The children can then roll the felt triangle into a cone and glue the 2 sides together. Make sure the ribbon sticks out the top of the cone!
4. To finish, have the children fluff out the cotton balls and glue them around the brim of the hat. They can also glue a cotton ball to the top of the hat.
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Craft for: The Last Straw

Christmas Placemats

Materials:
· Used Christmas cards

· Glue

· Paper

· Clear contact paper

· Something to colour with

Instructions:

1. Give each child a piece of paper. This could be a rectangle or an oval.

2. The children can cut the pictures from their cards and glue them onto the paper. Let them use their imaginations. They could draw their own picture first and then use the card pictures as extra decorations. They could glue on card pictures and then draw some of their own pictures. They could also make a full collage of card pictures.
3. To finish the placemats, either laminate or cover with clear contact paper.

Alternate Craft for: The Last Straw

Toilet Roll Reindeer

Materials:

· Toilet roll

· Brown pipe cleaners

· Crayons

· Red pompom

· Black yarn

· Brown construction paper

· Hole punch

Instructions:

1. First, have the children cover their toilet rolls with brown construction paper.

2. To make antlers, first punch two holes near the top on opposite sides. Have the children put a brown pipe cleaner through each hole and bend the pipe cleaner to look like an antler. As an option, use a cut out of the child’s handprint for the antlers instead of the pipe cleaner.
3. For the eyes, they children can either draw on eyes with a black crayon or glue on wiggly eyes.

4. The children can glue on a small red pompom for the nose.

5. For the mouth, the children can use a black crayon or glue a small piece of black yarn below the nose.

Craft for: The Night Tree

Norwegian Ornaments

Materials: 
· Two different colours of paper (gift wrap or construction paper)

· Scissors

Instructions:

1. Give each child 2 pieces of paper in different colours. Have the children stack the pieces and fold them in half. They can then cut a large U shape (so the straight part of the U is at the fold). You could also draw on the U shape ahead of time.

2. Unfold both pieces of paper. They should look like the papers in the picture.
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3. Have the children refold the papers and hold them in a heart shape, to make sure they fit together properly before going any further.

[image: image36.png]



4. The children can then stack the folded papers on top of each other again, so they line up exactly. They can then cut two slits starting at the straight edge running about 2/3 of the way up the U shape.

5. To sort out how far up to cut, imagine your U shape is a square with a half circle on top.  Cut up to where the half circle starts.

[image: image37.png]


[image: image38.png]



Cont’d
6. Now it gets a bit complicated:
· Take the red piece and "open" the top loop. Take the blue and stick the first end down inside the top red loop. 

· Now (on the same end) open the blue loop and stick the second red loop partially through. 

· Stick the blue end through the last red loop.  

· Keep weaving the loops together to form the heart shape

7. The ornaments can be filled with candy and tape a ribbon or paper handle on to hang it on the tree.
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Alternate Craft for: The Night Tree

Christmas Trees
Materials:
· Construction paper

· Glue

· Coloured cellophane

· Crayons

· Hole punch

Instructions:

1. Have each child draw and cut out a Christmas tree from construction paper. You could also use the template if desired.

2. The children can then punch out holes all over the tree.

3. Have the children glue pieces of coloured cellophane (or construction paper) to the back of the tree to cover the holes. This will look like lights on the tree.

4. The children can turn their trees over and finish decorating their trees with crayons, bits of paper, etc.
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Craft for: Presents for Santa

Fireplaces
Materials:

· Red construction paper

· Other construction paper
· Glue

· Scissors

· Something to colour with

Instructions:

1. Have the children cut out a bunch of rectangles out of the red construction paper for bricks. You could also just supply each child with a stack of pre-cut rectangles.
2. The children can glue their bricks onto a piece of background construction paper in the shape of a fireplace.

3. The children can add logs, stockings, or anything else they would like to their fireplaces. They could draw this right on the paper or cut out shapes from other pieces of coloured construction paper.
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Alternate Craft for: Presents for Santa
Jolly Santa Ornament

Materials:

· Brass fasteners

· Hole punch

· Scissors

· Glue

· Ribbon

· Tape

· Cotton balls

· Red, white and black construction paper

· Something to colour with

Instructions:

1. Print out the template pieces for each child. Have the children trace and cut the shapes out of red paper.

2. Punch holes in each child’s pieces where indicated.

3. The children can then attach the pieces together with the brass fasteners.

4. The children can now add a jolly face, black boots, a black belt, a cotton ball beard, a hat and anything else they would like. They can colour on the red paper or cut the pieces out of construction paper.
5. Finally, attach a piece of ribbon to the back of each Santa with tape so he can hang on a Christmas tree.
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Craft for: Silver Packages
Silver Bells

Materials:

· Paper cup

· Aluminum foil

· Pipe cleaners

· Coloured construction paper

· Glue or tape

Instructions:

1. Give each child a cup to cover with aluminum foil.

2. Give each child 2 pieces of pipe cleaner about 4 inches long each.

3. One piece of pipe cleaner can be attached to the top of the bell for hanging the bell up.

4. Have the children cut a chime for their bells out of construction paper. The chime can be attached to the other pipe cleaner. The pipe cleaner can then be attached inside the cup.

5. The children can then decorate the outsides of their bells. They can cut holly leaves out of green paper, using the template provided. They could also make berries out of paper. The children could also glue on a variety of paper shapes and designs to the outsides of their bells.
[image: image46.png]





[image: image47.png]



Craft for: The Snow Tree
Paper Tree

Materials:

· Green construction paper

· Something to colour with

· Scissors

· Clear tape

· Optional: glitter glue, other colours of construction paper, hole punch, stickers

Instructions:

1. Each child needs a piece of green construction paper that has been cut in half. The two halves can be put together and then folded in half again.
2. Have the children draw half a Christmas tree opposite the fold.
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3. The children can then cut along the line, to get two identical trees. This could also be done beforehand.
4. [image: image49.png]


Fold the trees in half, just barely creasing the center line (this is to mark the center of the tree).
5. Cut a slit along the bottom half of the center of one tree and along the top half of the center of the other tree.
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6. The children can then slip the two trees together along the slits. 
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Cont’d
7. Using clear tape, tape the bottoms and tops together (pieces of tape on the bottom and at the top make the tree stand up well and stop the slit ends from flopping over).
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8. The children can then decorate their trees. They could use crayons, markers, glitter glue, tiny construction paper decorations, star stickers or dots from a hole punch.
9. If desired, the children could also cut out a small construction paper star and cut a tiny slit in it. Put the star on the top of the tree (and secure it with some tape).
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Craft for: The Three Bears' Christmas
Pipe Cleaner Tree

Materials:

· Bottle cork

· Green pipe cleaners

· Scissors

· Pony beads

· Gold star stickers

Instructions:

1. For each child, set a 1-inch-tall bottle cork (with the narrowest end facing up) on a flat surface and use a nail to make a hole halfway into the center. 
2. Have the children bend an 8-inch green pipe cleaner in half, tightly twist together the tips, and then fit them into the hole in the cork. 
3. Straighten the pipe cleaner so that it stands straight. Give the children additional green pipe cleaners – about six pieces that range from 4 inches to 1 inch in length. 
4. Just above the cork, have the children wrap the middle of the 4-inch length around the vertical pipe cleaner to form branches, and bend the tips slightly upward. Working up the tree and using the next longest pipe cleaner each time, attach the other branches in the same way. 
5. To decorate, the children can thread colourful pony bead "lights" onto the branches and decorate the treetop by sandwiching it between two gold sticker stars.
6. If the trees do not stand up well, the cork can be glued to a sturdier base, such as a miniature pot or a large washer.

[image: image55.png]



Alternate Craft for: The Three Bears' Christmas
The North Pole

Materials:

· Egg cups from a white egg carton (or painted white)

· Candy cane

· Scissors

· Markers

· White paper

· Cotton balls

Instructions:

1. Give each child an egg cup. Make sure the egg cups lie straight and level. Poke a hole in each egg cup.
2. Have the children slide the candy cane into their egg cups to create a pole standing up straight.

3. The children can then cut out an arrow sign and write North Pole on it (or do this ahead of time).
4. The children can attach their signs near the top of the candy cane.

5. To finish up, have the children add cotton ball snow around and on the egg cup.
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Craft for: Too Many Tamales 

Stained Glass Christmas Decorations

Materials:

· Glue

· Tissue paper

· Construction paper

· Scissors

Instructions:

1. Print out a Christmas shape template for each child.

2. Give each child a piece of construction paper to fold in half.

3. Have the children trace their shapes and cut them out of the construction paper, so they end up with two identical shapes.

4. With the two shapes still together, the children can cut holes out of the middle of the shape in any design or pattern they would like (this could also be done ahead of time).

5. The children can then cut out pieces of tissue paper to cover the holes one piece at a time.
6. Once all of the tissue paper is on to cover all of the holes, the children can glue the second piece of construction paper over the top.  Be sure to line up the holes before gluing it down to make sure that they are lined up correctly. 
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Alternate Craft for: Too Many Tamales 

Paper Plate Poinsettia

Materials:

· Paper plate

· Red, green and yellow construction paper

· Scissors

· Glue 

Instructions:

1. Trace each child’s hand several times onto the red and green construction paper and cut out. They will need about 8 green tracings and 10 red tracings.

2. The children can then glue a circle of the green handprints (fingers pointing outwards) around the outside of the plate.
3. The children can then glue a second circle of red handprint tracings (about 6-fingers pointing outwards) just inside the first circle.
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4. Next, glue a third circle of red handprint tracings (about 4) at the center of the plate.
[image: image64.png]



5. To finish, the children can glue a small paper circle in the center of the flower.
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Craft for: Toot & Puddle: I'll be Home for Christmas
Paper Bag Stocking

Materials:

· Thick brown paper (like grocery bag paper) or brown felt
· Pencil

· Scissors

· Glue

· Hole punch

· Yarn

· Markers or crayons

Instructions:

1. Print out the template for each child. The children can use this to cut two stockings out of the brown paper or felt.

2. Next, the children can glue the two stockings together around the edges (make sure you don't put any glue along the top opening).
3. Punch holes around the edges of the stocking. 
4. Give each child a length of yarn to weave in and out of the holes. Leave a loop of yarn at one end, and tie it in a knot.

5. The children can then decorate their stockings with crayons, markers, stickers, construction paper cut-outs, or glitter.


Craft for: Who's That Knocking on Christmas Eve?
Candy Cane Ornaments

Materials:

· Red pipe cleaner

· White pipe cleaner

Instructions:

1. Give each child a red and a white pipe cleaner.

2. Have the children twist them together to make evenly spaced candy cane stripes.

3. Bend the top of the pipe cleaner twist into a hook so it can hang on a tree.

4. The children could experiment with different sizes, thicknesses, lengths, colours, etc.





Alternate Craft for: Who's That Knocking on Christmas Eve?
Candy Cane Reindeer Ornament

Materials:

· Candy canes

· Pipe cleaners

· Ribbon

· Construction paper

· Red pompom

· Googly eyes

Instructions:

1. Give each child a candy cane, a full pipe cleaner, and a pipe cleaner cut into 2 and 3 inch lengths.

2. The children can bend the full pipe cleaner into a V. They can twist the smaller pieces of pipe cleaner around the V to make antlers. 

3. Have the children tape or wind the antlers around the tops of their candy canes.

4. For the reindeer face, the children can glue on a red pompom nose to the bottom of the candy cane. The eyes can be wiggly eyes or paper cut-out eyes glued about halfway up the candy cane.

5. To finish, glue or tape a ribbon loop to the top back of each reindeer so they can hang on a tree.


Craft for: Wombat Divine 

Gingerbread House
This is a more ambitious craft. The children will probably need a bit of assistance.
Materials:

· Cardboard for a base

· Aluminum foil

· 250 ml milk carton
· Graham crackers

· Royal icing (recipe at bottom of page)
· Hot glue

· Assorted candies, cereals, pretzels, cookies, etc.

Instructions:
1. Give each child a piece of cardboard covered with aluminum foil secured at the back with tape.
2. Have the children generously cover the bottom of the carton with icing and press the milk carton in the desired location.

3. Have the children break three graham crackers in half and cement one piece on each of the four sides and two angled for the roof. At the same time, fill the spaces at each peak with icing. Take a break to allow icing to set. To avoid waiting, hot glue can be used by adults in place of the icing on the last two steps.
4. Fill pastry bag with frosting. If you don't have enough pastry bags for a large group, use a freezer weight zipper bag. Spoon frosting into the corner of the bag. Squeeze out as much air as you can and seal the bag. For extra safety, duct tape the seal closed. Cut a tiny bit of the corner off and gently squeeze the icing out. Start with a very small hole and enlarge if necessary.
5. Have the children decorate their houses as they would like, using the icing to glue on decorations. Start with the roof and work down to the yard.

6. Some decorating ideas:
· Save Halloween candy for decorating. 

· Sugar cones make great trees. Dye icing green or sprinkle green sugar on the icing. Add some mini M&Ms for Christmas lights. Break off the tip and drop a yellow stick sucker down the hole so the sucker rests on top for the light. 

· Break pretzel sticks in half and stack up, cementing each layer, for a pile of wood. 

· Sugar cubes can be stacked in alternating layers for a fence or stack them against the back of the house to make a chimney. 

· Marshmallows can be coaxed into becoming snowmen. 



Cont’d

Hints for groups:
· Use hot glue to assemble milk cartons and crackers and for securing to base. (Adults only) 

· Put all icing in freezer weight zipper bags. Align the top edge of the bag down the middle of a strip of duct tape and fold over. This prevents the zipper from opening and icing ooshing out. Cut a small hole in a corner and squeeze icing gently. Plan on one bag for each crafter. 

· Provide each crafter with a plastic knife for spreading icing. 

· Place all candies and decorations buffet style on one table and give each crafter a plastic bowl to fill with the decorations of his choice. 

· Remind everyone there are no rules! 

· Wet a roll of paper towels and store in a large zipper bag. Kids can wipe their fingers without leaving for the sink until their house is finished. 

Royal Icing Recipe
1 lb. powdered sugar
1/2 tsp. cream of tartar
3 egg whites (room temp.), unbeaten
Beat all ingredients on low speed until well blended, and then beat on high speed until light and fluffy.
Alternate Craft for: Wombat Divine 

Yummy Gingerbread Men

Materials:

· Brown construction paper

· Other construction paper

· Scissors

· Something to colour with

· Other decoration materials: paper shapes, cotton balls, beads, pompoms, glitter, etc

Instructions:

1. Print out the gingerbread man template for each child. Have the children trace and cut the pattern out of brown construction paper.
2. The children can then glue their gingerbread men onto a piece of background construction paper.

3. Have the children decorate their gingerbread men however they would like, with whatever materials are on hand.






